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TN compliance with the ſuggeſtions of forme v wor- : 
thy perſons, who had peruſed a letter I ſent to 

the Biſhop of Norwich previous to my reſignation, 

I have now ſtated more fully my opinion, reſpe&- 
ing the particular point of doctrine, which gave oc- 
caſion to that meaſure—T have added ſome remarks 
concerning the ſpirit of Proteſtantiſm, and the 
ſtudy of the Scriptures, which I hope will not be 
Judged unſeaſonable - and have ſubjoined the above- 

mentioned letter t to my late Dioceſan. OO 


1 ſubmit my ſentiments | on | theſe ſubje&ts to the 
candour of the Public. I would not willingly ſhock 
the feelings of any pious Chriſtian. Let ſuch re- 
flect, that if I have embraced an opinion reſpecting 
the perſon of our Saviour, which is chargeable with 
heterodoxy, my declaration of ſuch opinion cannot 
have the remoteſt tendency to the impoſition of it on 
7 his conſcience. It i is in the option of every reader 
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1 53 


to reject it, if 3 in \ his own apprehenfion | it is abhor- 
rent from the doctrines of the Goſpel. 


It has been for ſome time paſt my firm perſuaſion, 


that the doctrine of the TRIxITx, as explained 1 in 
the Creed of Athanaſius—as propounded in the 
thirty- nine articles of the church of England—as 
eſtabliſhed in the liturgy, and further guarded by 
penal ſanctions in an act of Parliament paſſed 
Mm the reign of William the third, is equally 
contrary to ſound- reaſon and the holy Scrip- 
tures, I am fully ſatisfied that in the Divine Na- 


ture there is” no PLuRALiTY of Perſons; ' but 


that the Almighty Authar of the Univerſe is, in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, Oxx. And I think 


1 have reaſon to believe, that the preſent openly 


avowed adherence of moſt eſtabliſhed churches to 

the contrary perſuaſion, which does not appear to 
: be conformable to the ſentiments of Chriſtians in 
the earlieſt and the pureſt ages of the church, is not 
only one of the moſt powerful obſtructions to the 
converſion of the Mahometans and the Jews; but 
is alſo an almoſt invincible objection to the cor- 
dial reception of the Goſpel by many ſerious well- 
diſpoſed perſons, in every rank of life, and i in Kern 10 
5 ſtare 1 in 1 Chriſtendom. CE 


Many 100 3 to whom the TRIxITA“ 
RIAN DOCTRINE appears utterly indefenſible, are 


yet inclined to believe, that the Frayers of Chriſtians | 


may 


(53 


may with propriety be directed to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
; Imagine that they may be vindicated in this prac- 
tice by the command of their Saviour, and the ex- 
5 _ of his ROS" 


With the moſt pete charity for thoſe who en- 
tertain theſe ſentiments, I, profeſs myſelf to be of a 
different opinion. I am ſtedfaſtly perſuaded that 

the Creator of the world the God of Abraham, of - 
Iſaac, and of Jacob, who is in the New Teſtament 

alſo ſtiled the God and F ather of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, is therein repreſented as the only proper ob- 
95 ect of religious adoration, Is 


1 0 e 1 a very high d 45 
gree of reſpect and veneration is due to the charac- 
ter of Jeſus, as the anointed Prophet of the Moſt 
High—far excelling in dignity and power every 
Prophet Who preceded him. I honour him as the 
SON oF GoD in what appears to me the ſcripture 
acceptation of that term—as the common Lord of 
Chriſtians—as the appointed Judge of the living 
and the dead. But at the fame time 1 am con- 
vinced, that the diſtance between him and Deity is 


INFINITE—that prayer to him is no where com- 


manded in the Scriptures—and, conſequently, that 
the addreſſes of Chriſtians may with the ſame pro- 


Priety be directed to the Virgin May: as to | the 
Pp perſon of our Lord. SG 
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| Moſtof the chaſes of the Litany, and ſome other 


prayers and invocations in the eſtabliſhed Liturgy 
of the Church of England, are immediately addreſ- 
fed to our Saviour and honour and glory are fre- 
quently aſcribed to the Hol Spikfr, as to a Di- 

5 5 : VINE. AcznT, diſtinct from the perſon of the Fa- | 
ther; an idea, in my opinion, not warranted by pl 
the orackes of God. 0 | 


While 1 held Na it certai indy was my 


duty to officiate in the eſtabliſhed ſervice of the 
Church. But, oppreſſed by the conſciouſneſs that 
my ſentiments, reſpecting the object of devotion, 
were diametrically oppoſed to thoſe doctrines, upon 
which her form of worſhip 1 is founded, I have not 
been able, for ſome time paſt, to diſcharge this part 
of my function without great diſquiet. My anxi- 
ety hourly increaſed. I therefare at length found it 
neceſſary to embrace the only meaſure that ſeemed 
to promiſe me tranquillity. The event hath corre- 
ſponded with my expectation. Having reſigned my _ 
preferment, and with it having diveſted myſelf of 
the character of a miniſter in the Church of Eng- 
land, 1 have recovered that ſerenity of mind to 
1 which 1 had been ng a ſage; 


Having now explained the immediate motive of 


my reſignation with ſufficient preciſion, I turn to 
the conſideration of ſome other points, not wholly 
unconnected with the Tn; ſubject, 


Religious 


N 


| Relipious controverſy, i in conſequence of the long 
prevalence of SysTEM, appearing abſolutely neceſ- 
| fary to the eſtabliſhment of ſcriptural truth, and 
yet, through the heat and violence of the contend- 
ing parties, being too frequently productive of dif- 
ſenſions, which diſſolve the bonds of chriſtian cha- 
Tity, it may poſſibly conduce to edification, if the 
5 following circumſtances be conſidered with a due 
attention“. | F; 


It will appear, = truſt, to every ſerious enquirer 
into the nature of our Religion, that a perſon is 
ſtrictly intitled to the appellation of a Chriſtian, 


when, believing in the divine miſſion of Jeſus, he 


5 explicitly declares that he ſubmits to his authority in 
every point of religious faith and doctrine at the 
ſume time expreſſing a ſincere diſpoſition to adorn 

5 his P roteſſion by a ſuitable life and converſation. | 


With eſpelt to the nature © of the particular doc- 
trines that are contained in the Goſpel, it ſhould be 
OO eſteemed as a neee ene of Proteſtant- 


* Iti is e to he: that the preſent age ow afforded a a me- 
lancholy inſtance of this unchriſtian 


the truly candid and very learned Mr. * has received — : 
5 ſome of his opponents. | 


The worthy Author of the Remarks on Mr. Buroh's ſcriptural con- 
Jutation has, in his AbpEN DA to that tract, ably rebuked this illi- 
beral ſpirit; and in both his publications bas evinced, by a train of 
reafoning which appears to me irreſiſtible, the inconcluſiveneſs of the 
various objections urged againſt thoſe ſubſtantial arguments, which 

are advanced in the APPLOUY in favour of the pr —— UNITY of 


'rit, in the treatment, which 


T9) 


5 ifin, 4 every Chriſtian 3 1s poſſeſſed of an indefea- 
ible right of Judging for himſelf, and of avowing 
that judgment in whatever manner he thinks pro- 
per. He is to receive the comments of learned per- 
ſons the deciſions of churches the decrees of 
ceouncils—not as authorities, but as helps, if it 
may ſo chance, to his more ready comprehenſion 1 
the Word of God. Where he imagines theſe in- 
terpretations to be juſt, he admits them, becauſe 
his own underſtanding, aided by ſound criticiſm, 
approves them. Where he conceives them to be 
erroneous, conſcious of his intire right to interpret 
for himſelf, he rejects them—and if he apprehends - 
that the ſubject is of ſufficient importance, uniting 
the ſpirit of a Luther with the mildneſs of a Me- 
lancthon, he controverts them openly, though coun- 
 renanced by the concurrent approbation of whole 
generations of men—and eſtabliſhed by the civil 
G inſtitutions of his Sent bh 


The right, which he Panic: cl for him 


ſelf, he permits to be exerciſed by others in the 

fulleſt latitude. He treats the perſons of his bre- 

| thren, however differing i in ſentiment from himſelf, 

with that reſpect and unabated affection, which 
their ſtation, or his own connection with them de- ; 
mands. And in caſes of controverſy, he conſiders 
their opinions, and the arguments by which they : 


are ſupported, with becoming candour, 


 Tuftly 6 


Ty) 


juſtly ſenſible, that the rake of vortkipging the | 1 


great Creator according to that ſpecific ceremonial, 


: which the conſcience of each man ſhall approve, is 5 


a right inherent in our common nature—is ſupe- 
rior to the control of laws—and prior to the very 
| exiſtence of civil ſociety, he extends the principle of 


| Chriſtian toleration not only to all ſects and Tab ©. 1 


viſions of Chriſtians, but even beyond the profeſſion 
= Of Chriſtianity itſelf, If he acknowledges, that the 
8 Majority may appropriate a portion of the revenue 


- of a State to the ſupport of a national form of 


public worſhip, he maintains, that ſuch form ſhould 


.- 0 comprehenſive as poſſible, and that ſuch ap- 


Propriation is the utmoſt limit of their lawful ; 

| power—condemni ing, as equally intolerant and un- 
wiſe, the too general practice of confining the en- 
Jjoyment of various civil privileges, within the pale 
of a particular communion—and contending, 200: 
conformity with the dictates of right Reaſon and 
the fundamental principles of the Soctar. Couracr, 

_ that every perſon in the community, who preſerves | 
 Inviolate that common bond of allegiance, which is 
the evidence of the union of its members, ought to 
be continued, whatever may be his perſuaſion in 
matters of a merely religious nature, in the undiſ- 


fturbed poſſeſſion of his right of riſing to the attain- 8 


ment of every honour or emolument, to which his 
honeſt induftry, the favour of his fellow-citizens, or : 
Royal inclination can exalt him. : 


3ͤöXöö“⅜1Pᷓ 1 1 


— . — — 
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If the Religion, thus eſtabliſhed, be declared to 
be Chriſtian and Proteſtant, he contends that the 


Bible, and the Bible only, ought to be conſidered 
as an all-ſufficient directory to the preacher in his 
diſcourſes from the pulpit : and eſteems every in- 
ſtitution, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, as an high 
violation of the original charter of Chriſtians, which 

requires a declaration of aſſent to any other teſt of 

orthodoxy, as a neceſſary We ge for the office 
5 of a | teacher 1 in the church of Chriſt, I 


He is \ perfunded, that the tou of God nd he | 


love of Man form the ſum and ſubſtance of all 
true Religion. He venerates the amiable form of 
Truth. He is ſenſible that every material error, 
reſpecting the Object of Religion, is attended with 
pernicious conſequences, and therefore endeavours 
to exhibit the doctrine of the Goſpel in its primæ- 
val purity. Vet, conſcious of the frailties of our 
common nature, and reflecting, that on account of the 
unjuſtifiable animoſities among Chriſtians about ar- 
ticles, falſely ſuppoſed to be eſſential to ſalvation *, 
the ſacred name of Religion is often itſelf profaned, 

he ſedulouſly maintains, that thoſe Perſons, who in 
the integrity of their hearts, and after due inquiry, 

| embrace the Athanaſian — the Arian — the Soci- 


nian, 


* ＋ he follow! ing texts, attentively ntl: will I truſt ſuKci- 


_ ently evince, that Jeſus claimed or was entitled to the attention of 

Mankind, not from the inherent dignity of his NATURE, but from 

the atteſted excellence of his delegated orice, viz. Matt. ix. 8. 

Lu. iv. 18. 21. Xl. 20. Jo. v. 19 24. 30. 36. viii. 26. 28, 29. xli. 28. 
XVij. 1. 2. 3. Acts ii. 22. 23. 24. 36. X. 125 40. Xiii. "4: 30. Xxvii. 
30. 31. Cor. v. 18. 19. Ke. Ke. 73 


nian, or any other ſyſtem, with reſpe& to the 
perſon of our Saviour, or the particular tendency 


of his ſufferings to promote the ſalvation of man- 


7 kind, may equally be perſuaded of the divine au- 
3 thority of the Goſpel, equally diſpoſed to teſtify an 
unreſerved obedience to its doctrines, and, by juſt 


cConſequence, if equally exemplary in the diſcharge 


of every Chriſtian N will 7 be intitled to 


5 reward. 


it might perhaps be eftcemed r more methodical, 8 | 
if I prefaced the following reflections. upon the 4 | 
STUDY oF THE ScriPTURES, with a repre- 


ſentation of the neceſſary connection between the 


belief of Chriſtianity, and the practice of every 


| ſocial virtue. But the natural tendency of the Re- 


ligion of the Goſpel to correct that ſelfiſh ſpirit, ; 


: "Fro which every diſorder flows in public and in 


. private life, has been ſo ably ſhewn by Divines 


of all perſuaſions, that I ſhall not employ my on 
time, or treſpaſs on my readers patience, by the 
demonſtration. of ſo Clear a Point. bo 


SE” It may not however be improper to hint, that the 
outward pomp and ſplendour of RELICIous Es- 


 TABLISHMENTS, attended with the ſolemn affectation 
of MvsrERx, which more or leſs prevails in moſt of 


them, are ſeldom productive of any falutary effects to 
the real intereſts of the human race. It is only when 
_ the vital Principle of manly piety, generated by a 
. ſerious 


— 


_ . 
yt fn a yrs cy 


a — 
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_ ſerious attention to the doctrines of an 1NTELLIG1- 
BLE Religion, is deeply ſeated in the weLL-1nroRMED 
mind, that we can expect the growth of thoſe ge- 
nerous virtues, which diffuſe harmony and joy over 
every ſcene of ſocial life, or the prevalence of that 5 
| Faith, which overcometh the World. Lo 


AT A ceriod, when each leſs Jluable mode of - 


= Science is rapidly progreſſive, the ſtate of SerIPTU- 

-- "AK KNOWLEDGE appears to be very imperfect ; 1 al- D 
though we are poſſeſſed of « every nein e 
to its improvement. 5 8 8 g 


That we are at this hour, in a great meaſure, in- 


volved in the gloom of Monkiſh ignorance, is 
: highly probable from the endleſs diſputations among 
| Chriſtians, upon points eſteemed fundamental; and 
from the manner in which we generally conduct 
ourſelves 1 in the inveſtigation of Religious Truth, 


The enquirer into the Cab i contained in 


the Goſpel, reſembles the enquirer into the funda- 
mental Laws of nature, before a better philoſophy 
had taught us the vanity of ſyſtem, and inclined | 
1 5 us to adopt the humbler proce of No Senn 


We ha our e in Theology with the - 


P of a certain ſet of Religious Tenets, 
and frequently employ the moſt valuable of thoſe : 
| Daun which we deſtine to o ſacred ſtudy, in collecting ; 


ar guments 1 


5 13 ) 
arguments in their favour, and in vain endeavours 


to explain them while every text of Scripture is in 


its turn perverted from its obvious e in n or- 
Gert to — them. 


How much more reaſoitabl le previouſly to inveſti- : 
: gate, with patience and critical attention, the ſenſe 
of each particular text or paſſage, in the natural 
order of che writer, and to defer the formation of 
__ Opintox, until, like a principle of ſound Philoſo- 
phy, ſuggeſted by a numerous train of Experiments, : 


it forces itſelf with accumulated evidence on the 
yielding 1 mind! 8 


Ir is Glely owing to the prepoſterous method of e en- | 
quiry, above deſcribed, that the holy Records of our 
Faith have, very injuriouſly, been ſuppoſed to be ſo 
looſely worded, as in fact to countenance oppoſite o- 
Pinions, and to OY, the moſt fantaſtic doEtrines. : 


Rat let us + for 3 a moment wefiet—and- TY the n re- 


flection teach us wiſdom—that the ſame Phæno : 
mena of Nature, which were brought in evidence 


of the figments of remote antiquity, were alſo ap- 5 
plied to ſupport the equally vain hypotheſes of -- 


more modern times. The Laws of the material 


World, in conſequence of the introduction of a bet- 
ter method of inveſtigation, are however now de- 
monſtrated to be cons1STENT, SIMPLE, and INVA- 
| RIABLE, affording a Juſt and ealy explication of every 
natural 


. natural appearance. I a mila proceſs be EY 


I} = : ſerved, ſimilar ſucceſs may reaſonably be expected 


to be our reward, when we explore the ſacred ſources 0 
of Religious Truth. 


That unity of le Seen the leading 
| truths of Revelation, which is the natural reſult of 
. a ſober and unbiaſſed ſearch, conducted under the 
1 influence of the chriſtian graces, leads to unity of 
[i Rxticiovs Worsne—and unity of worſhip, 
| _ thus circumſtanced, to CnrroTIan Prack“. 


1 cloſe theſe pages with my letter to > my. late 
: Dioceſan. Ee. 


, To the Right Rey. the aiv of N orwich, 


; (Copy ) 
ly Lord, 


* Think 3 it proper to give you this previous infor- 


Lordſhip's hands upon the 29th or Zoth of the Pre- 


ſent month eee ) ER 

| As 

| * In this progreſs, n 1 the inveftigation of Sr pl Truth to 
its pPual conſequence, the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian peace, it ap- 

pears to me lo be ellentially neceſſary, that an open avowal of our 


= , perſuaſion ſhould accompany a change of ſentiment in every in. 
‚ | ſtance of importance, more eſpecially in that conſequential arti- 
f 

f 


3 cle, the OBJECT of religious worſhip, And therefore I cannot but 
4 | highly approve the general principle, on which Mr. Lindſey's plan 
N of a reformed Liturg gy. 15 founded, as well as that particular ceremo- 


1 | v ith fo much propriety. and ſuccels, 


mation, that I propoſe to reſign the rectory of 
Homersfield and vicarage of Vlixion into your 


Fo © nial, which he has given to the Public, and continues to conduct 


( 13 'I 


As the motives which duce me to anbrace this 


| reſolution may poſſibly be miſconſtrued, it will not 
e 1 truſt be thought impertinent if 1 ſtate them to ; 
- FO! Lordſhip. - | | 


5 te the firſt place I think it neceſſary to aſſure 
your Lordſhip, that, although I eſteemed it to be 
my duty to take an active part in the late petition 


of the Clergy, the principles maintained i in that juſt : 


5 remonſtrance do not, in my apprehenſion, appear | 
to lay me under any obligation to relin hi my 1 
8 preſent ſtation. is 


The author of the Cour xsston ab, my Lord, 
: had convinced me of the unlawfulneſs and inexpe- 
5 diency of req juiring a ſubſcription to ſyſtematic Ar-- 
ticles of aich and doctrine, from the teachers of 
: the So? in a a proteſtant church, 


Wes own obſereation 3 in _ univerſity of Cam- 
bridge further tended to ſatisfy me with reſpect to 

the impropriety of ſuch a requ ſition: and the vi- 
| ſible neglect of the ſtudy of the Scriptures in this 
age and country ſeemed. in A great meaſure to be 
derived from that reſtraint of the exerciſe of private 5 


juagment, which is the unavoidable conſequence 
| of this unedifying impoſition. | 


With theſe convictions it was impoſſible for me 
to decline engaging with thoſe clvogriſhed friends 
| of 
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yy of religious liberty, who ciated for the pur- 
poſe of ſolliciting, for themſelves and their brethren 


of the church of England, an exemption from the 


pn obligation of declaring or ſubſcribing their aſſent to 
any formulary of doctrine, which ſhould be propoſed ” 
as i part Þ of the Word of God. : 


tt appeared to me eto be A ſu ien renin fe ſuch 


application, that che doctrines, contained in the 
39 articles, being the deductions of frail and falli- 
ble men, and expreſſed 1 in unſcriptural terms, were 
eſſentially differenced, in point of authority, from 
thoſe holy Scriptures, to which we have. profeſſed : an 5 | 
abſolute and unreſerved ſubmiſſion as the only rule 
of religious faith and practice and that the re- 
quiſition of aſſent to them was eventually ſub- 
verſive of the right of private Judgment, a right, 
ol which every proteſtant church was founded, and : 
the exerciſe of which our own church 1 in particular, 
in one of her forms of ordination, not only allows g 
us, 7 WT enjoins. | 


It alſo appeared evident to me, that the enquiry, 


| whether or no the 39 articles expreſs the genuine 
ſenſe of Scripture, was a queſtion of a very diffe- 
rent nature from that, to which the petitioners | 
vited the attention of their brethren that perſons 
of the moſt oppoſite opinions, with reſpect to the 
doctrine of the articles, might unite in a declara- 


tion, that every attempt to effect an uniformity of 
ſentiment 


0 +: 


- ſentiment concerning the ſenſe of Scripture, by other | 
means than the force of argument, and rational 
conviction, was utterly eee and bore too 
ſtriking a reſemblance to that ſpirit of intolerance, | 
wich forms the diſtinguiſhing character of anti- 
chriſtian Rome —and, laſtly, that many members 5 
of our church might be truly ſenſible of the inex- 
pediency of requiring this ſubſcription—might ad- 
-. arcs competent tribunal with a view of effecting 5 
an abolition of the practice, and yet continue to 
hold and to accept preferment, without violating 
dhe dictates of conſcience, and with great. advan- 5 


fe to the Chriſtian cauſe. | 9 5 


; NV Objertions, my Lark, to the accepting and 
5 is holding of preferment in the church of Eng- 
Aand, bear no relation to the cauſe of the petition- 
_ ing Clergy—the reaſons which influenced me in the 
forming of the reſolution, now communicated | to 4 
2 your Lordſhip, are intirely my own. ö 


. Ader the moſt dicks and diſpaitionate enquiry, 
535 1 am perſuaded, my Lord, from the concurrent 

1 teſtimony of reaſon and revelation, that the Su- ; 
PREME Cavse of all things 1 is, not merely in ee : 


but alſo 1 in Perſon, Ons, | : 


By ite . of the ſame evidence 1 am con- 5 
vinced, that this almighty Power is the andy pro- | 


per Op1zer OF RELIGION. 


— —— ts — — 


1 * 
„The hain: of the church of England: is ob- 


a viowlly founded upon the idea, that in the Divine 
Nature is a TRIVITx of perſons, to each of which 
every ſpecies of religious adoration is addreſſed, as 
well as ſuch powers aſcribed, as are the 1 incommu- 
nicable attributes of God. 


b 


Poder my 1 8 the A of thi a 


doctrine, Lcannot any longer with ſatisfaction to 


myſelf officiate in the eſtabliſhed Service: and as 


1 certainly can have no claim to the emoluments of 8 
my profeſſion, unleſs Lam willing to ne the : 
duties of it, 1 therefore reſign my preforment. ; 


But, my Lord, e 1 find myſelf under e un 


obligation to relinquiſn my preſent ſtation in tlle 


church of England, I do not renounce the pro- 


feſſion of a CHRISTIAN. On the contrary, pene- 
rated by the cleareſt convictions of the higle impor- 
| tance, and divine authority of the Goſpel, 1 will 
labour to promote the advancement of ſcriptural 
: knowledge with increaſing zeal; and will ever be 
ready to unite, with heart and hand, in any juſt and 
legal attempt to remove the Burthen of Subſcrip- 
tion to human formularies, which I eſteem one 0. 5 
the moſt powerful 4. W Progreſs. 


remain, Lee Fx 


N, 


